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Prior to the development of artificial intelligence (AI), information technology comprised
tools that carried out functions as dictated by humans. AT’s effects on human knowledge,
however, are paradoxical. On the one hand, Al intermediaries” can navigate and analyze
bodies of data vaster than the unaided human mind could have previously imagined. On the
other, this power—the ability to engage with vast bodies of data—may also accentuate forms
of manipulation and error. Al is capable of exploiting human passions more effectively than
traditional propaganda’. Having tailored itself to individual preferences and instincts, AI draws
out responses its creator or user desires. Similarly, the deployment” of Al intermediaries may



ojgtoit== - AZAIE 20265t

also amplify inherent biases, even if these Al intermediaries are technically under human
control. The dynamics of market competition prompt social media platforms and search
engines to present information that users find most compelling. As a result, information that
users are believed to want to see is prioritized, distorting a representative picture of reality.
Much as technology accelerated the speed of information production and dissemination”in the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries, in this era, information is being altered by the mapping
of Al onto dissemination processes.

*intermediary: Bi7HAl|, propaganda: A4, deployment: #{%], dissemination: Hat
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The self is defined in important respects through one’s relationships with others. That is,
the self is linked in memory with other individuals whom we view as significant in our lives.
We have strong links between our self-concept and our representations of parents, siblings,
children, or good friends. Not all aspects of the self will be consistently represented in these
self-other associations. For example, there might be a strong emphasis on pursuing enjoyable
activities in my link with my best friend, but my link with my parents might focus on our
shared heritage or our duties to one another. These differing associations will serve to activate
different aspects of an individual’s self-concept. Moreover, these significant persons need not
be physically present to influence the activated self-concept. Instead, one needs only to think
about or be reminded of a significant other to activate the subset of beliefs about the self that
are relevant to one’s experiences in that relationship. Thus, the varieties of relationships we
have with other people can also contribute to dynamic variability in the nature of the self-
structure that is accessible at the moment.
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A quality of the human brain is known as induction, how something positive generates a
contrasting negative image in our mind. This is most obvious in our visual system. When
we see some color—red or black, for instance—it tends to intensify our perception of the
opposite color around us, in this case, green or white. As we look at the red object, we often
can see a green halo” forming around it. In general, the mind operates by contrasts. We are
able to formulate concepts about something by becoming aware of its opposite. The brain is
continually dredging up™ these contrasts. What this means is that whenever we see or imagine
something, our minds cannot help but see or imagine the opposite. If we are forbidden by
our culture to think a particular thought or entertain a particular desire, that taboo instantly
brings to mind the very thing we are forbidden. Every no sparks a corresponding yes. We
cannot control this vacillation™ in the mind between contrasts. This predisposes™ us to think
about and then desire exactly what we do not have.

*halo %  **dredge up ~& w2tk  **vacillation 52, =EH *% predispose ~2t A S oA shct
[2H] L .
SEZ2E oA 9 E S &5 Mg BdA|of A A o= S, JoHE AHZ R 1A ui7iA =
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